BAN THO PHAT O HAI CHUA PAI BI VA HUONG TRAI
(HOAIDPUC, HA NOI): NHUNG GIA TRI LICH SU, VAN HOA
VA NGHE THUAT

BUI VAN LIEM"

M ot trong nhitng bau vat vo gia thoi Tran chinh 13 ban thd d4 (hay bé d4 hoa sen hinh
hop) mang dam dau an lich sir, van hoa, dic biét 1a gia tri nghé thuat dac sic tiéu biéu ¢ ving Béc
B6 nudc ta. VGi nhidu tén goi cho loai hinh nghé thuat doc dao nay nhu: bé d4 Tam thé, bé d4 Hoa
sen, bé da thoi Tran. Dua theo tén goi, chiing ta c6 thé hinh dung nhitng dic diém ndi bat nhat cua
loai hinh di vat nay, d6 chinh la: dugc 1am bing d4, ché tac vao thoi Tran, kiéu dang hop, cham
khéc thanh toa sen va ciing ¢6 chirc nang 1a bé ngdi cua nhitng bo twong Tam thé.

Mic du ¢ nhiéu tén goi khac nhau, tuy nhién, minh vin khéc trén ban tho Phat bang da &
di tich chuia Phd Quang (Pha Tho) cho biét, duéi thoi Tran, tir khi khoi dyung, hién vat di dugc dinh
danh 1a “Ban Phat thach toa”, tirc Ban tho Phat bang da.

Trong s6 nhimg ban thy Phat bang d4 con luu gitr dwoc cho téi ngay nay, c6 hai hién vat
ndi bat, d6 1a ban thd Phat ¢ hai chua Huong Trai va Dai Bi (Hoai Buc, Ha Noi).

1. Nguén géc xuat xir ban tho Phat chiia Hwong Trai va chua Dai Bi

Ban tho Phat chua Huong Trai (hay con goi la B€ da hoa sen chua Huong Trai; Huong an
(Nhang 4n) da chiia Huong Trai; Bé d4 tam thé chiia Huong Trai...) con nguyén vé hinh dang, canh sen
gbc phai cia dai sen bi v& mat manh, mét sb phién da bi nut ngang. Tang dé cudi cung bi che lap mot
phan do qué trinh tu bd, nang cdt nén tda Thuong dién. Di tich chia Huong Trai (thudc thon Duong
Lidu, xa Duong Lidu, huyén Hoai Dirc, thanh phd Ha Noi) dugc khoi dung it nhat tir nira cubi thé ky
XIV (thoi Tran). Trai qua thoi gian va cac dot tring tu, t6n tao, dién mao kién triic chiia Huong Trai hién
nay da c6 nhiéu thay doi, nhung van bao tén dugc nhiing diu tich kién triic va cac mang cham khic co
nién dai som, dién hinh 1 02 b vi gia chiéng thé ky XV (thdi Mac) con kha hoan chinh tai toa Thuong
dién cua chua. Bac biét, trong toa Thuong dién con Iuu gitr dugce 01 hién vat vo cung doc dao, do 1a Ban
tho Phat (ban Phat thach toa), gin véi lich sir caa chia tir nira cudi thé ky XIV.

Ban tho Phat chua Pai Bi (hay con goi la bé da Hoa sen chuia Dai Bi; Huong 4n (Nhang an)
d4 chua Pai Bi,...) con nguyén hinh dang, mot sé thot da bi sit nho & canh; goc chan dé bén trai
(phia trong) bi v& dwoc gin chip va gia c¢b lai. Di tich kién trac - nghé thuat chua Dai Bi (x3 Cat
Qué, huyén Hoai Duc, thanh phé Ha Noi, dugc khoi dung it nhat tir nira cudi thé ky XIV (thoi
Tran)). Trai qua thoi gian va cac dot trung tu, ton tao, dién mao kién trac chua Dai Bi hién nay
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mang dang dip cong trinh kién tric thoi Nguyén. Ngoai mot s6 hién vat do tho ty va tuong tho
mang phong cach nghé thuat thé ky XVII-XVI, tai toa Thuong dién con luu giir duwoc 01 hién vat
vO cling doc dao, d6 1a Ban thd Phat (ban Phat thach toa), gin vaéi lich st cua chua tir nira cudi thé
ky XIV. Ban thd Phét (ban Phat thach toa) dugc luu giit trong toa Thuong dién cua di tich kién trac
- nghé thuat chua Dai Bi tir nira cudi thé ky XIV dén nay.

2. Pac trung ban tho Phat chua Huong Trai va chua Dai Bi

2.1. Ddc trung ban tho Phdt chiia Huwong Trai

(Ban Quan Iy Di tich Danh thang Ha Noi 2025; Tran Thi Bién 2017; Téng Trung Tin 1999).

Trong téng thé mat bang Phat dién chuia Huong Trai hién nay, ban thd Phat chiia Huong
Trai ndm & vi tri gian trong cung ctia toa Thugng dién, sat tuong hau cua di tich. Ban tho cé bd cuc
hinh hop chit nhat, v& ciu triac va cham khic dugc chia 1am 3 phan, trén ciing 13 phan dai sen (tya
nhu bong hoa sen né méin khai), phan than & gitta thot lai, phia dudi dé dat cip mo rong ra.

Tir goc do ky thuat tao tac cho thiy ban thd co két cau nhiéu tang duoc lap ghép tir nhiéu
phién da xép so le theo mach hinh chit Cong (L), cac phién d4 dugc lién két véi nhau bang mong
that dudi c4, tao thanh mot két cau uy nghi, vimg chii. B&é mat ban thd duge mai nham (khong danh
bong), tao tac hoi vong giita (udn cong canh didu), véi bdn goc co xu huéng vuon nhe 1én pha v
bd cuc mat phang ciia mot ban tho/nhang an thong thuong (Hinh ).
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Mt sau
Hinh 1. Mit truéc va sau ban tho' Phat chua Huong Trai
(Nguén: So Van héa va Thé thao thanh pho Ha Noi)
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Theo d6, néu tinh tir trén xudng, co ban co thé hinh dung t6ng thé vé ban tho Phat chua

Huong Trai qua nhitng dac trung co ban sau:

- Phan thiz nhat, dai sen gdm 03 16p canh ngura phia trén va 01 16p canh up phia dudi. Hé
thdng canh sen ngira, cir mdt canh chinh lai xen k& mot canh phu xép ké nhau. T4t ca nhitng canh
sen chinh thuong cting mot phong cach dudi dang canh sen kép, biéu hién bang mot duong chi chay
tir chan canh sen theo mép t6i dinh, roi udn cong lai & miii vao phia trong tao nén mot cum vian
xoan kép, 1ong canh sen mup vira phai, véi trung tim 1a mot bong hoa cach diéu, hop béi mot vong

tron 16n ¢ gitra, bao quanh la cac vong tron nho hon, téa ra 4 hudng (trén dudi va hai bén).

Hé thdng canh sen up duoc thé hién bang nhing canh sen cach diéu dudi dang canh vuodng,
trang tri trén canh sen nay chi c6 hai dudng chi chay men theo mép rdi cudn lai, k& sat nhau & trén

dinh, long canh sen dé tron.

- Phdn thst hai, than ban thd dugc két cau dudi dang hinh hop chir nhat, dat cap, trong d6 3
mit canh dimg (phia truée va hai bén) ¢ ciing kiéu thirc trang tri: bd 6, cham ndi hoa van (réng, vin
may, hoa 14 bién thé) ¢ phia trén va hoa vin hinh canh sen cach diéu ¢ phia dudi, phan than dat cip
cham chim déy xodn chay xung quanh. Phan mit canh ding phia sau khong trang tri hoa vin, cu thé:

Mt dtng phia trudc bd 04 6 hinh chir nhat, bén trong cham néi hinh rdng ba méng va vin
may, rong trong cac 6 dugc bd cuc trong tu thé van dong hudng ra hai bén (t4, hiru), trong do, rong
phia ngoai quay dau lai chdu vao trong. Mit canh dtmg hai bén (ta, hitu) bd 6 hinh chir nhat, bén
trong cham ndi hoa 14 cach diéu. Mat canh dimg phia sau khong trang tri hoa van, phan Ién bé mat
khdc minh van (c6 phan nguéch ngoac) ghi tén nhitng ngudi cong dic tién, rudng cho chiia vao nam
Dai Tri thir 3 (1360) va nién dai tao dung ban thd Phat vao nam Pai Binh tha 2 (1370).

Dic biét, bén goc ctia than ban thd cham nodi than diéu Garuda trong hinh hai ngd nghinh
ctia mot dira tré, vira c¢o dang luc ludng, can d6i, khoe khoan, vira uyén chuyén, mém mai ma chira
dung mot noi luc phi pham. Vé mit tao hinh, chim dwoc tao tac trong tu thé ngdi bét, dau ngudi
nhung c¢6 mat 18i tron (mét quy), tran khic chim chit Vuong (FE), moé map ngan, miii su tir, bung
phé cing nd, bip thit chan tay phong, hai tay gio 1én can xtmg, cac ngdn quap chat dé d& dai sen,
hai chan chng sang hai bén, dap xuéng dudi nhu dang chiu stc nang ép xudng, c6 tay va chan deo
vong, cac mong chim ung dang do vién ngoc. P6i canh chim dang hai bén dudi dang cham chim ép
vao hai canh cia ban tho.

- Phan thit ba, dugc ciu tao thanh phan chéan dé, dat 2 cap, tao thanh dang sap chan quy - da
ca (khum loi chau), cham néi hoa van hinh diy xoan (cach diéu hinh song nuéc) & 3 mat canh (phia

trude va hai bén), mat phia sau khong trang tri hoa vén.



Mit bén ban thd Phat

Hinh tugng Garuda trén ban tho Phat Trang tri hoa trén ban tho Phat

Hinh 2. Trang tri cham khic trén ban thd Phat chiia Hwong Trai
(Nguon: Sé Vain héa va Thé thao thanh phé Ha Noi)
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Mat dirng phia truge ban tho Phat chua Huong Trai
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Mat ding phia sau ban tho Phat chua Huong Trai
Hinh 3. Ban vé ban tho Phat chua Hwong Trai
(Nguon: So Van héa va Thé thao thanh phé Ha Noi)

2.2. Ddc trung ban tho Phit chiia Dai Bi

(Ban Quan ly Di tich Danh thiang Ha Noi 2025; Tran Thi Bién 2017; Tdng Trung Tin 1999).

Trong tong thé mat bang Phat dién chua Dai Bi hién nay, ban thd Phat chia Dai Bi nam ¢ vi
tri gian trong cung cua tdoa Thugng dién (phia trudc ban thd Mau va hai dong thap dién). Ban tho co
bd cuc hinh hop chir nhat, vé ciu triic va cham khic dugc chia 1am 3 phan, trén cing 1a phan dai sen
(twa nhu bong hoa sen nd mén khai), phin than & giira thot lai, phia du6i dé dat cap mé rong ra.

Tir goc do ki thuat tao tac cho thiy ban tho co két cau nhiéu tang duoc lap ghép tir nhiéu phién
d4 xép so le theo mach hinh chit Cong (L), tao thanh méot két cAu uy nghi, viing chii. Bé mat ban tho

duoc mai nham (khong danh bong), tao tic hoi vong giita (Uén cong canh diéu), voi bon goc co xu

hudng vuon nhe 1én pha v bd cuc mit phang ciia mot ban tho/nhang an théng thuong (Hink 4 -7).

A\ 9.9 O10 S

Hinh 4. Mit trudc va sau ban tho Phat chua Dai Bi
(Nguon: S¢ Van héa va Thé thao thanh phé Ha Noi)
Theo d6, néu tinh tir trén xudng, co ban c6 thé hinh dung téng thé vé ban the Phat chua Dai
Bi qua nhitng déc trung co ban sau:
- Phan thi# nhat, dai sen gdm 03 16p canh ngura phia trén va 01 16p canh up phia dudi. Hé

thdng canh sen ngira, cir mot canh chinh lai xen k& mot canh phu xép k& nhau. T4t ca nhitng canh



Bui Vin Liém - Ban thé Phat ¢ hai chua Pai Bi va Huwong Trai.... 69

sen chinh thuong cting mét phong cach dudi dang canh sen kép, biéu hién bang mot duong chi chay
tir chan canh sen theo mép t6i dinh, roi udn cong lai & miii vao phia trong tao nén mét cum vin
xoan kép, 1ong canh sen mup vira phai, Véi trung tdm 1a mot bong hoa cach diéu, hop boi mot vong

tron 16n ¢ gitra, bao quanh la cac vong tron nho hon, téa ra 4 hudng (trén dudi va hai bén).

Hé thong canh sen up duoc thé hién biang nhimng canh sen cach diéu dudi dang canh vudng,
trang tri trén canh sen nay chi c6 hai duong chi chay men theo mép rdi cudn lai, ké sat nhau & trén
dinh, 1ong canh sen dé tron. Vién mép cua hé théng canh sen up cham chim céac hoa tiét hoa day,

hoa bén canh va 1a dé cach diéu & mat canh phia trude va hai bén, mét sau dé tron.

- Phan ths hai, than ban thd dugc két cu dudi dang hinh hop chir nhat, dat cap, trong d6 4
mat canh c6 cung kiéu thuc trang tri: bd 6 cham ndi cac d6 an hoa van (réng, su tir hy cau, hd, nai, cay
14) & phia trén va hoa vin canh sen up & phia dudi. Vién mép hé thong canh sen up cham chim hinh
hoa bon canh & 3 mit canh (trudc, sau va trai), mit canh phai dé tron. Phan than dat cip cham néi van

X04n & 4 goc, cham chim dy xodn khéng 1ién mach ¢ mit trudc, sau va trai, mat phai dé tron, cu thé:

- ! OE Q 14 Zi4

Hinh 5. Mat bén trai ban tho Phat chua Dai Bi Hinh 6. Mat bén phai ban tho Phit chua Dai Bi
(Nguon: Sé Van héa va Thé thao thanh phé Ha N§i)

Mit dimg phia truéc bo 03 6 hinh chit nhat, cham noi hinh réng ba moéng va vin may.
Trong do6, 6 gitra cham néi dé tai ludng long chau nhat (ludng long tranh chau), hai 6 con lai trang
tri hinh tuong rong trong tu thé van dong hudng ra hai bén (ta, hitu), nhung quay dau lai chau vao
trong. Mt canh dimg phia sau bo 2 6 hinh chit nhat, 6 bén tri cham no6i dé tai “su tir hy cau”, 6 bén

phai cham hinh ho, hai linh thi néu trén chiu véo giira, noi mat khic minh vén, trong d6 c6 ghi rd
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nam Giap Dan (1374). Mt canh dtmg hai bén (t, hiru) bd 6 tron, bén trong cham ndi hinh tha bbn

chan (nai) & mat canh bén phai va cay 14 mat canh bén trai.

Dic biét, bon goc ctia than ban thd cham ndi than diéu Garuda trong hinh hai ngd nghinh
ctia mot dira tré, vira co dang luc ludng, can d6i, khoe khoin, vira uyén chuyén, mém mai ma chira
dung mot nodi luc phi pham. V& mit tao hinh, chim dwoc tao tac trong tu thé ngdi bét, ddu ngudi
nhung c6 mat 16i tron (mat quy), mo map ngan, mii su tir, 6 trang tri 1a d&, nguc deo luc lac (anh
lac), bung phé cang né, bap thit chan tay phong, hai tay gio 1én can xing, cac ngén quip chat dé d&
dai sen, hai chan chdng sang hai bén, dap xudng dudi nhu dang chiu sic niang ép xudng, co tay va
chan deo vong, cac mong chim ung dang d& vién ngoc. P6i canh chim dang hai bén dudi dang
cham chim ép vao hai canh ban tho.

- Phan thi# ba, dugc cAu tao thanh phan chan dé, dat 2 cip, tao thanh dang sap chan quy - da
c4 (khum loi chau), cham néi hoa vian hinh ddy xoén (cach diéu hinh séng nuéc) & 4 mat canh.

Mat dirng phia trude ban tho Phat chuia Pai Bi

|
Mat ding phia sau ban tho Phat chua Dai Bi
Hinh 7. Ban vé ban tho Phat chua Dai Bi
(Nguon: Sé Van héa va Thé thao thanh phé Ha N§i)
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3. Ban tho Phat chiia Hwong Trai va chua Pai Bi la hign vat goc dgc ban, c6 hinh thic thé
hién doc dao

Ban tho Phat chua Huong Trai mang phong céch thoi Trén, bé c¢6 kich thudc cao 1,60m, mat
rong 1,32m va dai 3,66m, bén trén la noi dat b Tam thé. Ban tho trang tri cac canh sen cudn, phﬁn
than c6 chim thin Garuda & g0oc, phia trong cham 4 hinh tugng rf")ng udn Iuon. Hién vat c6 nhiéu hoa
van dic thu cua thoi Tran, trén ban thd c6 ghi viée cling rudng tién cho nha chua nién hiéu Pai Trj thu
32 (1360) va tao dyng vao nam 1370. Pay la hién vat géc ddc ban d3 ton tai tir 1au doi tai chua, duoc
cac nghé nhan dan gian tao tac hoan toan bang k¥ thuat diéu khic da tha cong truyén thong hét sirc
cong phu, ty my, chi tiét va doc dao. Hon nira, hién vat 1a mot kiét tac diéu khic d4 thoi Tran, minh

chimg cho sy phat trién huy hoang cuia chiia Huong Trai trong mot khoang thoi gian dai.

Ban thd Phat chua DPai Bi cho thdy goc do ky thuat tao tac ban tho c6 két cau nhiéu tang
duoc lip ghép tir nhiéu phién da xép so le theo mach hinh chit Cong, tao thanh mot két cau uy nghi,
vitng chii. B& mit ban thd duoc mai nham (khong danh béng), tao tic hoi vong gitra (udn cong
canh diéu), véi bdn goc ¢6 xu hudng viron nhe 1én pha v& bd cuc mat phang cia mét ban tho/nhang
an thong thuong. Pay ciing 1a mot ban tho da co kich thudc 16n véi s6 do chiéu cao: 1,29m; chiéu
dai mat bé: 2,66m; chiéu dai dé bé: 2,61m; chiéu rong mat bé: 1,18m; chiéu rong dé bé: 1,34m. Dic
biét, bén goc cua than ban thd cham ndi than diéu Garuda trong hinh hai ngd nghinh cua mét dira
tré, vira c6 dang luc ludng, can dbi, khoe khoin, vira uyén chuyén, mém mai ma chtra dung mot noi
lyc phi pham. V& mit tao hinh, chim dugc tao tac trong tu thé ngdi bét, ddu ngudi nhung c6 mat 16i
tron (mat quy), moé map ngin, mii su tir, ¢6 trang tri 14 d&, nguc deo luc lac (anh lac), bung phé
cing nd, bap thit chan tay phdng, hai tay gio 1én can x{ng, cic ngon quap chit dé d& dai sen, hai
chan chéng sang hai bén, dap xudng dudi nhu dang chiu stc ning ép xudng, ¢b tay va chin deo
vong, cac moéng chim ung dang d& vién ngoc. P6i canh chim dang hai bén dudi dang cham chim ép
vao hai canh ban tho.

Day la nhitng ban tho Phat bang d4 c6 quy hiém, c6 nién dai tuyét dbi ctia thoi Tran hién con
dugc luu gite dén ngay nay trén dia ban huyén Hoai Puc noi riéng va Thanh phé Ha Noi noi chung.

4. Nién dai ban tho Phéat chua Huwong Trai va chua Dai Bi

Chua Huong Trai duoc khoi dyng it nhat tir nira cudi thé ky XIV (thoi Tran). Trai qua thoi
gian va cac dot trung tu, ton tao, dién mao kién trac chia Huong Trai hién nay dé c6 nhiéu thay doi,
nhung van bao ton dwoc nhitng diu tich kién trac va cac mang cham khic c6 nién dai som, dién
hinh 14 02 bo vi gia chiéng thé ky XVI (thoi Mac) con kha hoan chinh tai toa Thuong dién cua di
tich. Nién dai tao dung ban tho Phat vao ndm Canh Tuét, nién hiéu Dai Dinh nam thw hai (1370).

Chua Pai Bi dugc khoi dung it nhat tir nira cudi thé ky X1V (thoi Tran). Trai qua thoi gian
va cac dot tring tu, ton tao, dién mao kién tric chua Pai Bi hién nay mang dang dip cong trinh kién
trac thoi Nguyén. Ban thd Phat tai chiia duoc tao dung vao nam Giap Dan, nién hiéu Long Khanh
nam thir 2 (1374).
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5. Nhirng gia tri lich sir, vian héa va nghé thuat

Ban tho Phat bang da chiia Huong Trai va chuia Pai Bi (Ha Nbi) 1a nhiing hién vat c6 kich
thudc 16n, tir phuong dién ki thuat tao tac, ¢6 thé phan chia két cau ciia ban tho theo ciu triic nhidu
tang. Tuy nhién, & goc d6 my thuat va vin héa tam linh, bao vat géom ba phan, tinh tir dudi 1én.
Phan mot tuong g chan dé, ting hai, ba va bén 14 than va tang cudi 1a mat ban tho, tong thé hién
vat nhu mét dai sen cach diéu. Ban tho duge dat gitta trung tdm ngoi chua, tuong trung cho sy
thanh khiét cua Phat giao.

Céc hinh tuong cham khéc trén hién vat c6 mot sé nét twong dong Véi cac ban thd Phat
bang d4 thoi Tran nhu rdng, chim than Garuda, canh sen, hoa ciic, hoa 14 day thiéng... Tir khi duoc
ché tac dén nay, hién vat van duoc bao quan tot, 1a noi dit twong phat va 18 pham caa chua.

Hién vat dugc nhitng nghé nhan dan gian xua sir dung cac ky thut tho so ché tac nhu ghe
d@o, cua, mai, khoan, duc, danh bong nhung van dat trinh do tinh xao. Ban tho thé hién su két hop hai
hoa trong nghé thuat cham khéc c6 va nhitng hoa tiét trang tri gin véi thé gioi Phét gido, mo ta cudc
séng cu dan ving dong bang Bac Bo, 1a nét dac biét khong tim thdy & cac hién vat khac. Dong thoi,
day 1a nhitng tic pham diéu khic hoan chinh, c6 gia tri cao vé lich sir vin hoa, nghé thuat va kinh té.

Trai qua hang trim nam v&i nhiéu bién dong, thiang tram lich st, ban thd Phat bang d4 o
chuia Huong Trai va chua Pai Bi (Ha N6i) luén dugc nguoi dan phat huy gia tri trong nhitng ngay
I, hoi, cac sinh hoat vin hoa cong dong. Nhirng dic diém vé ky thuat ché tac, nghé thuat tao hinh
trén hién vat duoc xac dinh 1a cin cir quan trong trong viéc nghién ctru ddi sanh, phan tich dé doan
dinh nién dai, phong cach ban thd Phét bang d4 thoi Tran noi riéng va di san vin hoa — nghé thuat
giai doan nay noi riéng.

V& nién dai, hién tai co 7 Ban tho Phat bang d4 c6 khéc ghi nién dai dugc lam tir thoi Tran
thi ban thd Phat chiia Huong Trai 1a chiée c6 nién dai c6 nhét, duoc tao tic tir dau nim 1370. Ban
tho Phat chua Pai Bi dang thir 3, duoc tao tac vao nam 1374,

Nién dai s6m hon so v6i Ban thy Phat chua Xuin Liing (Bao vat qudc gia), hién vat duy
nhét co nién dai tuyét ddi nam Xwong Phu thtr 10 (1387), khic rd tén nhitng ngudi tham gia tao tac
(Str dai Pién ngy thu D6 chinh thu Nguyén Lap, tén ty Pao Khong Cu si; Thai hoc dién tru Tiéu
Chi hau Nguyén Chiéu, tu 1a Ngo Khong Cu si, cing vo 1a Nguyén Thi Stru, tén ty 1a Ba Cong Tin)
cung tién cho Tam bao (Thuyét minh Ban thd Phat chia Xuén Liing).

Két luan

Ban tho Phat bang da chua Huong Trai va chua Dai Bi tiéu biéu cho ban thd Phat bang da
thoi Tran co gia tri ndi bat vé lich s, vin hoa va trang tri, nghé thuat diéu khac, 1a trang sir d4 vé

ngdi chiia ¢ thoi Tran, vé lang truyén thong viing ddng bang chau thd Bic Bo Viét Nam.

Ban tho Phat bang da chiia Huong Trai va chuia Pai Bi 1a nhiing hién vat gbc, doc ban, c6
ngudn gbc xuat xi rd rang, nhitng cb Vat, bau vat tiéu biéu cho nghé thuat cham khic ban the da
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thoi Tran, c6 gia tri n6i bat nhiéu mat vé lich sir - vin hod - nghé thuat, dap ung day du tiéu chi cua
mot bao vat qudc gia. Chinh vi vay, dé nghi cong nhan ban thd Phat bang da chiia Huong Trai va
chuia Dai Bi 1a bao vat quéc gia nham ton vinh nhitng gia tri tiéu biéu vén c6 cia hién vat. Qua do,
nang cao y thirc bao vé di san cua cong chiing, dong thoi co co ché, chinh sach phu hop cho viéc
bao ton, phat huy gia tri tiéu biéu, doc dao cua hién vat trong thoi gian toi.
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THE BUDDHIST ALTARS OF PAI BI AND HUONG TRAI PAGODAS
(HOATIPUC, HA NOI): HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, AND ARTISTIC VALUES

BUI VAN LIEM

The Buddhist altars of Pai Bi Pagoda and Huong Trai Pagoda were created in the latter half
of the 14th century, contemporaneous with the construction of the pagodas. The altar at Huong Trai
Pagoda, made in 1370, is the earliest, while the altar at Pai Bi Pagoda dates to 1374. These original
and unique artifacts are rare examples with precise dating to the Tran dynasty.

Both altars feature a rectangular box-shaped design, divided into three main sections: the
lotus pedestal, the body, and the base. They are constructed from multiple stone slabs fitted together
in the shape of the Chinese character “Cong”, creating a sturdy structure. The altar surfaces are
finely textured, slightly concave at the center, and gently raised at the corners, giving them a
distinctive form compared to conventional altars. Decorative carvings - such as layers of lotus
petals, relief panels or dragons, cloud patterns, slylized foliage, lions playing with balls, tigers, deer,
and the mythical Garuda bird - showcase the meticulous craftsmanship, sophistication, and unique
artistry of traditional stone carvers of the time.

These two altars are not only complete works of sculpture but also hold great cultural and
historical significance. They stand as vivid testimony to the flourishing development of Huong Trai and
Pai Bi Pagodas, providing valuable information about the dating and benefactors of the Tran period.
Positioned at the center of the pagodas, they symbolize the purity of Buddhism and continue to be
preserved and appreciated in community cultural practices to this day. The carved motifs exhibit the
distinctive characteristics of Tran dynasty art, harmoniously blending Buddhist elements with the daily life
of the Red River Delta’s inhabitants, resulting in a uniqueness unparalleled by other artifacts.

Given their outstanding significance, this paper proposes that the stone Buddhist altars of
Huong Trai Pagoda and Dai Bi Pagoda be recognized as national treasures, in order to honor and
preserve these invaluable cultural heritage assets.



